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Description from the Publisher: 
 
In this book, Ana Lucia Araujo argues that despite the 
rupture provoked by the Atlantic slave trade, the Atlantic 
Ocean was never a physical barrier that prevented the 
exchanges between the two sides; it was instead a corridor 
that allowed the production of continuous relations. Araujo 
shows that the memorialization of slavery in Brazil and Benin 
was not only the result of survivals from the period of the 
Atlantic slave trade but also the outcome of a transnational 
movement that was accompanied by the continuous 
intervention of institutions and individuals who promoted the relations between 
Brazil and Benin. Araujo insists that the circulation of images was, and still is, 
crucial to the development of reciprocal cultural, religious, and economic 
exchanges and to defining what is African in Brazil and what is Brazilian in 
Africa. In this context, the South Atlantic is conceived as a large zone in which 
the populations of African descent undertake exchanges and modulate identities, 
a zone where the European and the Amerindian identities were also 
appropriated in order to build its own nature. This book shows that the public 
memory of slavery and the Atlantic slave trade in the South Atlantic is plural; it 
is conveyed not only by the descendants of the victims but also by the 
descendants of perpetrators. Although the slave past is a critical issue in societies 
that largely relied on slave labor and where the heritage of slavery is still present, 
the memories of this past remain very often restricted to the private space. This 
book shows how in Brazil and Benin social actors appropriated the slave past to 
build new identities, fight against social injustice, and in some cases obtain 
political prestige. The book illuminates how the public memory of slavery in 
Brazil and Benin contributes to the rise of the South Atlantic as an autonomous 
zone of claim for recognition for those peoples and cultures that were cruelly 
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broken, dispersed, and depreciated by the Atlantic slave trade. Public Memory of 
Slavery is an important book for collections in slavery studies, memory studies, 
Brazilian and Latin American studies, ethnic studies, cultural anthropology, 
African studies and African Diaspora. 
2
African Diaspora Archaeology Newsletter, Vol. 13 [2010], Iss. 3, Art. 22
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/adan/vol13/iss3/22
